
Loved. Equipped. Sent.



Welcome to NorthCross Church!
Whatever your spiritual disposition 

- skeptic, seeker, follower - 
we are glad you are with us today and pray that you 

experience the grace of our Lord. 
Our desire is to have our hearts strengthened 

by the grace of Christ and to share that grace with the 
community of Lake Norman. 

Our Mission
NorthCross Church exists to facilitate a gospel movement 
throughout the communities that make up Lake Norman 

for the glory of Christ.

Our Vision
To be a people who are Loved by God, 

Equipped by the Gospel, and Sent into our communities.

Loved: Experiencing God’s love and the love of one another 
in community

Equipped: Growing in our knowledge of the gospel and 
strengthened to share it with others

Sent: Engaging in the mission of God within our local communities

Sunday Morning Children’s Ministry Information:
Sunday School: 9:30 am (children age 3 – high school)

All children are welcome to stay with their parents in the 
worship service! Also available:

Nursing room: adjacent to the sanctuary. Turn on the 
	 speaker to hear the sermon.
Nursery: provided during the worship service for babies and 	
	 children up to age 2 
Children’s church: ages 2 & 3 in the toddler room 
	 ages 4 - 2nd grade in the early elementary room

*Children will be dismissed from the service during the Passing of 
the Peace. They will return before Communion. The teachers will 
bring the children to the sanctuary and help find their parents.

Wifi Network: NCC    Password: #northcrosschurch1

Senior Pastor - Dr. Gary Purdy
gary@northcrosschurch.com

Worship Director - Ben Chapman
ben@northcrosschurch.com

Administrator – Angela Howard
angela@northcrosschurch.com

Children’s Director – 
Emma Chapman

emma@northcrosschurch.com

Elders (Ministry Oversight)
Damon Anderson (Children & Youth)
Mark Andrews (Missions/Outreach)
Hudson Belk (Life Groups) 
Matt Estler (Deacons)
Matt Seiter (Sunday morning)
Scott Tew (Calendar & Curricula)
Dean Whitehill (Men & Women)

Deacons 
Mark Bankert
Justin James
Reuben Vandezande
Joel Campanella, Treasurer

Women Shepherds
Pat Andrews, Jean Edwards, 
Holly Stone, Lynn Whitehill

NorthCross Church Office
704-237-4853

info@northcrosschurch.com

Mail: PO Box 2275
Cornelius, NC 28031

Meet: 11020 Bailey Rd., Ste. H
Cornelius, NC

northcrosschurch.com



WORSHIP SERVICE
March 24, 2024

Palm Sunday

	 Meditation

	 And when he had said these things, he went on ahead, going up to 
	 Jerusalem. When he drew near to Bethphage and Bethany, at the 
	 mount that is called Olivet, he sent two of the disciples, saying, 
	 “Go into the village in front of you, where on entering you will 
	 find a colt tied, on which no one has ever yet sat. Untie it and 
	 bring it here. If anyone asks you, ‘Why are you untying it?’ you 
	 shall say this: ‘The Lord has need of it.’” So those who were sent 
	 went away and found it just as he had told them. And as they were 
	 untying the colt, its owners said to them, “Why are you untying 
	 the colt?” And they said, “The Lord has need of it.” And they 
	 brought it to Jesus, and throwing their cloaks on the colt, they set 
	 Jesus on it. And as he rode along, they spread their cloaks on the 
	 road. As he was drawing near—already on the way down the 
	 Mount of Olives—the whole multitude of his disciples began to 
	 rejoice and praise God with a loud voice for all the mighty works 
	 that they had seen, saying, “Blessed is the King who comes in the 
	 name of the Lord! Peace in heaven and glory in the highest!” And 
	 some of the Pharisees in the crowd said to him, “Teacher, rebuke 
	 your disciples.” He answered, “I tell you, if these were silent, the 
	 very stones would cry out.”
						      Luke 19:28-40

Preparing for 
Worship
With so many 
distractions 
vying for our 
attention, this is 
a time to quiet 
ourselves and 
prepare our 
hearts for 
worship.

Call to 
Worship
God calls us to 
worship 
because God 
exists and 
speaks first. 
Therefore, our 
worship is 
answering God.
We answer 
him by offering 
what we are 
to who God 
is. The Call to 
Worship is a 
way to proclaim 
God as he is, 
while also 
challenging 
what we 
worship daily.



Call to Worship             	 Read Together		         Book of Common 
								        Prayer

ALL:  Almighty and everlasting God, in your tender love for the 
human race you sent your Son our Savior Jesus Christ to take upon 
him our nature, and to suffer death upon the cross, giving us the 
example of his great humility: Mercifully grant that we may walk in 
the way of his suffering, and also share in his resurrection; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.  Amen.

GOD’S PEOPLE WORSHIP

Songs of Worship		  10,000 Reasons
				    I Need Thee Every Hour

Confession of Sin		  Read Responsively		  Isaiah 53:6
								        (The Message)

Leader: We’re all like sheep who’ve wandered off and gotten lost. 
People: We’ve all done our own thing, gone our own way. 
 

 
Silent Confession

Assurance of Pardon 	 Leader			   Luke 19:38
							       Isaiah 53:10-11

Leader: Blessed is the King who comes in the name of the Lord! Peace 
in heaven and glory in the highest! Yet it was the will of the Lord to 
crush him. He has put him to grief when his soul makes an offering for 
sin. Out of the anguish of his soul he shall make many to be accounted 
righteous, and he shall bear their iniquities.  

Confession 
of Sin
The prayer 
of confession 
invites us to 
speak words 
that are 
remarkably 
honest about 
how our 
thoughts, feel-
ings, actions 
and words can 
curve inwards. 
This kind of 
honesty does 
not come 
naturally in 
our relation-
ship with God 
or with others.
But confession 
is liberating 
when we sense 
the greater 
power of 
Jesus’ love.

Assurance of 
Pardon
This it is what 
we need to 
hear after the 
honesty of our 
confession. 
These are 
God’s affirm-
ing words, his 
forgiveness of 
us because of 
Jesus Christ.



Song of Thanksgiving	 Come Behold the Wondrous Mystery

LIFE TOGETHER

Passing of the Peace
	 *Children ages 2 through 2nd grade dismissed for Children’s Church

Announcements 

Receiving of Tithes and Offerings

Pastoral Prayer/The Lord’s Prayer
		

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name.

Thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread, 
and forgive us our debts, 
as we forgive our debtors, 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, forever.  Amen.

Tithes and 
Offerings
We give as 
an act of faith, 
remembering 
his faithful-
ness as our 
provider and 
joining with 
God’s people 
in expressing 
our depen-
dence on him, 
in obedience 
to be generous 
with all we 
have as he is 
generous to us.



CHANGED BY GOD’S WORD

Scripture Reading				    Luke 9:18-27

18 Now it happened that as he was praying alone, the disciples were with 
him. And he asked them, “Who do the crowds say that I am?” 19 And they 
answered, “John the Baptist. But others say, Elijah, and others, that one 
of the prophets of old has risen.” 20 Then he said to them, “But who do you 
say that I am?” And Peter answered, “The Christ of God.” 
 

21 And he strictly charged and commanded them to tell this to no 
one, 22 saying, “The Son of Man must suffer many things and be rejected 
by the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and on the third 
day be raised.” 
 
23 And he said to all, “If anyone would come after me, let him deny 
himself and take up his cross daily and follow me. 24 For whoever would 
save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for my sake will save 
it. 25 For what does it profit a man if he gains the whole world and loses 
or forfeits himself? 26 For whoever is ashamed of me and of my words, of 
him will the Son of Man be ashamed when he comes in his glory and the 
glory of the Father and of the holy angels. 27 But I tell you truly, there are 
some standing here who will not taste death until they see the kingdom of 
God.”

Reader: This is the Word of the Lord

Congregation: Thanks be to God.

Sermon     		  Dr. Gary Purdy
			   Holy Week – A Palm Sunday King and a Cross	
	

Sermon
The sermon is 
teaching based 
on the Scrip-
ture Reading. 
The role of 
the sermon 
is to explain 
the truths of 
the Bible and 
apply them 
in our lives. 
This is 
not just an 
intellectual 
function; our 
hearts are to be 
affected by the 
words of God 
preached.



GOD’S PEOPLE RESPOND

Song of Response		  Hail to the Lord’s Anointed

	
	
The Lord’s Supper  		  Belgic Confession (1561), Article 21

Leader:  Therefore we rightly say with Paul that 
 
All:  we know nothing “except Jesus Christ and him crucified;” 
we “regard everything as loss because of the surpassing value of 
knowing Christ Jesus our Lord.”
 
We find all comforts in his wounds and have no need to seek or 
invent any other means to reconcile ourselves with God than 
this one and only sacrifice, once made, which renders believers 
perfect forever. 
 
This is also why the angel of God called him Jesus—that is, 
“Savior”— because he would save his people from their sins.

Song of Receiving		  Abide with Me

Benediction

The Lord’s 
Supper
Jesus Christ 
promised to 
meet (or com-
mune) with his 
people in
a special way 
through this 
“sacrament” - 
from the Latin 
word meaning 
mystery. We 
experience 
Christ‘s 
spiritual 
presence as we 
eat in faith. The 
Lord’s Supper 
points us to the 
finished work 
of Christ at the 
cross and in the 
resurrection on 
our behalf.

Benediction 
“Benediction” 
means “a 
good word” or 
blessing. In this 
blessing God 
gets the last 
word, promis-
ing to be with 
us as he sends 
us out into the 
world, carrying 
the hope, joy 
and love of 
Christianity’s 
central message 
(the gospel).



NorthCross Church YTD Financial Summary
(for fiscal year 2023/2024; as of February 29, 2024)

 Congregation Giving - Actual $216,125 vs. Budget $224,522
Expenses (less Missions, Deacons & Facility) - Actual  $182,008 vs. Budget $231,999

  Missions expenses $17,244    Deacon’s Fund expenses $1,552
Worship Facility Received $227,689  | Non-restricted cash position $406,152

Life Groups meet regularly for fellowship, prayer, service and study. 
Contact one of the leaders if you would like to attend.

Huntersville: Sunday 
     Hudson Belk, hudsonbelk2@hotmail.com
West Lake Norman: Sunday 
     Matt Estler, mdestler5@gmail.com
     Greg Howard, gwhow1961@gmail.com
East Huntersville: Sunday 
     Roger Edwards, roger.edwards55@gmail.com 

Cornelius: Sunday
     Jonathan Skolrood, jonathan.skolrood@gmail.com
Cornelius: Sunday
     Cole Beardsley, coleb96@vt.edu
Davidson: Sunday
     Matt Seiter, matthew.seiter@gmail.com

This Week’s Calendar

3.24	 Daybreak Prayer, 7:30 am
	 Sunday School, 9:30 am
	 Worship Service, 10:30 am

3.29	 Good Friday Service, 6:00 pm

Announcements

VBS Registration - Now Open! VBS will be 
held June 18-21 from 9-11:30 am at Torrence 
Chapel Park in Cornelius. Register on the 
Church Center app or online at:
northcross.churchcenter.com.

Communicants Class - Offered the 4 Sundays 
in April during the SS hour for children in 
3rd-5th grades who have expressed an interest 
in their faith and church membership.

New Members Class - April 19 @ 7:00 pm and 
April 20 @ 9:00 am at the home of Cindy and 
Scott Tew.

Women’s Spring Service Project - Saturday, 
April 27th at Caterpillar Ministries in Hunters-
ville. We will do some painting and yard work, 
and finish up with lunch together.

This week’s Mission + Outreach Organization
Ben Pate

Columbia University RUF

Connect Card - If you are new 
to NorthCross and want to 
connect, or if you have a prayer 
request, use this QR code and 
fill out the form online.

Daybreak Prayer at 7:30 am: 
The session invites us to join in prayer for 
NorthCross during this time of transition. 
Please join us Sunday mornings at 7:30 am via 
Zoom (link is in the Weekly News).


