
Loved. Equipped. Sent.



Welcome to NorthCross Church!
Whatever your spiritual disposition 

- skeptic, seeker, follower - 
we are glad you are with us today and pray that you 

experience the grace of our Lord. 
Our desire is to have our hearts strengthened 

by the grace of Christ and to share that grace with the 
community of Lake Norman. 

Our Mission
NorthCross Church exists to facilitate a gospel movement 
throughout the communities that make up Lake Norman 

for the glory of Christ.

Our Vision
To be a people who are Loved by God, 

Equipped by the Gospel, and Sent into our communities.

Loved: Experiencing God’s love and the love of one another 
in community

Equipped: Growing in our knowledge of the gospel and 
strengthened to share it with others

Sent: Engaging in the mission of God within our local communities

Sunday Morning Children’s Ministry Information:
Sunday School: 9:30 am (children age 3 – high school)

All children are welcome to stay with their parents in the 
worship service! Also available:

Nursing room: adjacent to the sanctuary. Turn on the 
 speaker to hear the sermon.
Nursery: provided during the worship service for babies and  
 children up to age 2 
Children’s church: ages 2 & 3 in the toddler room 
 ages 4 - 2nd grade in the early elementary room

*Children will be dismissed from the service during the Passing of 
the Peace. They will return before Communion. The teachers will 
bring the children to the sanctuary and help find their parents.

Wifi Network: NCC    Password: #northcrosschurch1

Administrator – Angela Howard
angela@northcrosschurch.com

Worship Director - Ben Chapman
ben@northcrosschurch.com

Children’s Director – 
Emma Chapman

emma@northcrosschurch.com

Elders (Ministry Oversight)
Damon Anderson (Children & Youth)
Mark Andrews (Missions/Outreach)
Hudson Belk (Life Groups) 
Matt Estler (Deacons)
Matt Seiter (Sunday morning)
Dean Whitehill (Men & Women)

Deacons 
Mark Bankert
Justin James
Reuben Vandezande
Joel Campanella, Treasurer

Women Shepherds
Pat Andrews, Jean Edwards, 
Holly Stone, Lynn Whitehill

NorthCross Church Office
704-237-4853

info@northcrosschurch.com

Mail: PO Box 2275
Cornelius, NC 28031

Meet: 11020 Bailey Rd., Ste. H
Cornelius, NC

northcrosschurch.com



WORSHIP SERVICE
October 1, 2023

 
 Meditation
  
 I acknowledged my sin to you,
 and I did not cover my iniquity;
 I said, “I will confess my transgressions to the LORD,”
 and you forgave the iniquity of my sin. Selah
       - Psalm 32:5
 

   
Call to Worship              Read Responsively  1 Chronicles 29:10-13

Leader:  Blessed are you, O Lord, 
the God of Israel our father, forever and ever.  
Yours, O Lord, is the greatness and the power  
and the glory and the victory and the majesty,  
for all that is in the heavens  
and in the earth is yours.  
Yours is the kingdom, O Lord,  
and you are exalted as head above all. 
 
Congregation: Both riches and honor come  
from you, and you rule over all.  
In your hand are power and might,  
and in your hand it is to make great  
and to give strength to all.  
And now we thank you, our God,  
and praise your glorious name. 
 
Leader:  Let us worship our glorious God together!

Preparing for 
Worship
With so many 
distractions 
vying for our 
attention, this is 
a time to quiet 
ourselves and 
prepare our 
hearts for 
worship.

Call to 
Worship
God calls us to 
worship 
because God 
exists and 
speaks first. 
Therefore, our 
worship is 
answering God.
We answer 
him by offering 
what we are 
to who God 
is. The Call to 
Worship is a 
way to proclaim 
God as he is, 
while also 
challenging 
what we 
worship daily.



GOD’S PEOPLE WORSHIP

Songs of Worship  Promises
    Graves Into Gardens   

Confession of Sin  Read Together  Bobby Griffith, Jr.
       
ALL:  Merciful God, we confess to You now that we have sinned.  We 
confess the sins that no one knows and the sins that everyone knows. 
     We confess the sins that are a burden to us and the sins that do not 
bother us because we have grown used to them. 
     We confess our sins as a church. We have not loved one another as 
Christ loved us. We have not forgiven one another as we have been 
forgiven. We have not given ourselves in love and service for the 
world as Christ gave Himself for us. 
     Father, forgive us. May the Holy Spirit give us power to live as, by 
Your mercy, You have called us to live. Through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
Amen.

Silent Confession

Assurance of Pardon  Read Responsively  Titus 3:4-8
        1 Peter 5:10-11 
 
Leader: But when the goodness and loving kindness of God our Savior 
appeared, he saved us, not because of works done by us in 
righteousness, but according to his own mercy, by the washing of 
regeneration and renewal of the Holy Spirit, whom he poured out on us  
richly through Jesus Christ our Savior, so that being justified by his 
grace we might become heirs according to the hope of eternal life.

Congregation: The saying is trustworthy.

 

Confession 
of Sin
The prayer 
of confession 
invites us to 
speak words 
that are 
remarkably 
honest about 
how our 
thoughts, feel-
ings, actions 
and words can 
curve inwards. 
This kind of 
honesty does 
not come 
naturally in 
our relation-
ship with God 
or with others.
But confession 
is liberating 
when we sense 
the greater 
power of 
Jesus’ love.

Assurance of 
Pardon
This it is what 
we need to 
hear after the 
honesty of our 
confession. 
These are 
God’s affirm-
ing words, his 
forgiveness of 
us because of 
Jesus Christ.



Leader: And after you have suffered a little while, the God  
of all grace, who has called you to his eternal glory in Christ,  
will himself restore, confirm, strengthen, and establish you. 
 
Congregation: To him be the dominion forever and ever. Amen.

Songs of Thanksgiving  Come Thou Fount/
     Create in Me a Clean Heart

     
LIFE TOGETHER

Passing of the Peace
 *Children ages 2 through 2nd grade dismissed for Children’s Church

Announcements

Receiving of Tithes and Offerings

Pastoral Prayer/The Lord’s Prayer  

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name.

Thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread, 
and forgive us our debts, 
as we forgive our debtors, 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, forever.  Amen.

Tithes and 
Offerings
We give as 
an act of faith, 
remembering 
his faithful-
ness as our 
provider and 
joining with 
God’s people 
in expressing 
our depen-
dence on him, 
in obedience 
to be generous 
with all we 
have as he is 
generous to us.



Scripture Reading    Genesis 42:1-38

1 When Jacob learned that there was grain for sale in Egypt, he said to his sons, “Why do 
you look at one another?” 2 And he said, “Behold, I have heard that there is grain for sale 
in Egypt. Go down and buy grain for us there, that we may live and not die.” 3 So ten of 
Joseph’s brothers went down to buy grain in Egypt. 4 But Jacob did not send Benjamin, 
Joseph’s brother, with his brothers, for he feared that harm might happen to him. 5 Thus 
the sons of Israel came to buy among the others who came, for the famine was in the land 
of Canaan. 
     6 Now Joseph was governor over the land. He was the one who sold to all the people 
of the land. And Joseph’s brothers came and bowed themselves before him with their 
faces to the ground. 7 Joseph saw his brothers and recognized them, but he treated them 
like strangers and spoke roughly to them. “Where do you come from?” he said. They 
said, “From the land of Canaan, to buy food.” 8 And Joseph recognized his brothers, but 
they did not recognize him. 9 And Joseph remembered the dreams that he had dreamed 
of them. And he said to them, “You are spies; you have come to see the nakedness of the 
land.” 10 They said to him, “No, my lord, your servants have come to buy food. 11 We are 
all sons of one man. We are honest men. Your servants have never been spies.” 
     12 He said to them, “No, it is the nakedness of the land that you have come to 
see.” 13 And they said, “We, your servants, are twelve brothers, the sons of one man 
in the land of Canaan, and behold, the youngest is this day with our father, and one 
is no more.” 14 But Joseph said to them, “It is as I said to you. You are spies. 15 By this 
you shall be tested: by the life of Pharaoh, you shall not go from this place unless your 
youngest brother comes here. 16 Send one of you, and let him bring your brother, while 
you remain confined, that your words may be tested, whether there is truth in you. Or 
else, by the life of Pharaoh, surely you are spies.” 17 And he put them all together in 
custody for three days. 
     18 On the third day Joseph said to them, “Do this and you will live, for I fear God: 19 if 
you are honest men, let one of your brothers remain confined where you are in custody, 
and let the rest go and carry grain for the famine of your households, 20 and bring your 
youngest brother to me. So your words will be verified, and you shall not die.” And they 
did so. 21 Then they said to one another, “In truth we are guilty concerning our brother, 
in that we saw the distress of his soul, when he begged us and we did not listen. That 
is why this distress has come upon us.” 22 And Reuben answered them, “Did I not tell 
you not to sin against the boy? But you did not listen. So now there comes a reckon-
ing for his blood.” 23 They did not know that Joseph understood them, for there was an 
interpreter between them. 24 Then he turned away from them and wept. And he returned 
to them and spoke to them. And he took Simeon from them and bound him before their 
eyes. 25 And Joseph gave orders to fill their bags with grain, and to replace every man’s 
money in his sack, and to give them provisions for the journey. This was done for them. 
     26 Then they loaded their donkeys with their grain and departed. 27 And as one of them 
opened his sack to give his donkey fodder at the lodging place, he saw his money in the 
mouth of his sack. 28 He said to his brothers, “My money has been put back; here it is in 
the mouth of my sack!” At this their hearts failed them, and they turned trembling to one 
another, saying, “What is this that God has done to us?” 

Sermon
The sermon is 
teaching based 
on the Scrip-
ture Reading. 
The role of 
the sermon 
is to explain 
the truths of 
the Bible and 
apply them 
in our lives. 
This is 
not just an 
intellectual 
function; our 
hearts are to be 
affected by the 
words of God 
preached.



     29 When they came to Jacob their father in the land of Canaan, they told him all that 
had happened to them, saying, 30 “The man, the lord of the land, spoke roughly to us and 
took us to be spies of the land. 31 But we said to him, ‘We are honest men; we have never 
been spies. 32 We are twelve brothers, sons of our father. One is no more, and the 
youngest is this day with our father in the land of Canaan.’ 33 Then the man, the lord 
of the land, said to us, ‘By this I shall know that you are honest men: leave one of 
your brothers with me, and take grain for the famine of your households, and go your 
way. 34 Bring your youngest brother to me. Then I shall know that you are not spies but 
honest men, and I will deliver your brother to you, and you shall trade in the land.’” 
     35 As they emptied their sacks, behold, every man’s bundle of money was in his sack. 
And when they and their father saw their bundles of money, they were afraid. 36 And 
Jacob their father said to them, “You have bereaved me of my children: Joseph is no 
more, and Simeon is no more, and now you would take Benjamin. All this has come 
against me.” 37 Then Reuben said to his father, “Kill my two sons if I do not bring him 
back to you. Put him in my hands, and I will bring him back to you.” 38 But he said, 
“My son shall not go down with you, for his brother is dead, and he is the only one left. 
If harm should happen to him on the journey that you are to make, you would bring 
down my gray hairs with sorrow to Sheol.”

Reader: This is the Word of the Lord

Congregation: Thanks be to God.

CHANGED BY GOD’S WORD

Sermon       “The Gospel According to Joseph”
   Dr. Gary Purdy

GOD’S PEOPLE RESPOND

Song of Response  Good, Good Father  
  
The Lord’s Supper  

Song of Receiving  Jesus Strong and Kind 

Benediction

The Lord’s 
Supper
Jesus Christ 
promised to 
meet (or com-
mune) with his 
people in
a special way 
through this 
“sacrament” - 
from the Latin 
word meaning 
mystery. We 
experience 
Christ‘s 
spiritual 
presence as we 
eat in faith. The 
Lord’s Supper 
points us to the 
finished work 
of Christ at the 
cross and in the 
resurrection on 
our behalf.

Benediction 
“Benediction” 
means “a 
good word” or 
blessing. In this 
blessing God 
gets the last 
word, promis-
ing to be with 
us as he sends 
us out into the 
world, carrying 
the hope, joy 
and love of 
Christianity’s 
central message 
(the gospel).



NorthCross Church YTD Financial Summary
(for fiscal year 2023/2024; as of August 31, 2023)

 Congregation Giving - Actual $67,967 vs. Budget $56,131
Expenses (less Missions & Deacon’s Fund) - Actual  $53,194 vs. Budget $154,590

  Missions expenses $5,693    Deacon’s Fund expenses $0
Worship Facility Received $193,881 | Non-restricted cash position $608,140

Life Groups meet regularly for fellowship, prayer, service and study. 
Contact one of the leaders if you would like to attend.

Huntersville: Sunday 
     Hudson Belk, hudsonbelk2@hotmail.com
West Lake Norman: Sunday 
     Matt Estler, mdestler5@gmail.com
     Greg Howard, gwhow1961@gmail.com
East Huntersville: Sunday 
     Roger Edwards, roger.edwards55@gmail.com 

Cornelius: Sunday
     Jonathan Skolrood, jonathan.skolrood@gmail.com
Cornelius: Sunday
     Matt Gordon,          
     matthew.randolph.gordon@gmail.com
Davidson: Sunday
     Matt Seiter, matthew.seiter@gmail.com

This Week’s Calendar

10.1 Daybreak Prayer, 7:30 am
 Get to Know you with Gary, 9:30 am
 Worship service, 10:30 am
 Visit & Welcome Gary, after the service
 
10.4 Ladies Bible Study, 9:30 am

10.5 Ladies Bible Study, 7:00 pm
 

Announcements

Youth Group Event - The youth will be 
tackling the Amazing Maize Maze this after-
noon after church. See Jodi Hinkson if you have 
questions.

Men’s Retreat Registration - The Men’s Retreat 
is Nov. 10-12 at Montreat Conference Center. 
Cost is $150 per person. Please go to Church 
Center app or northcross.churchcenter.com to 
register by October 10th.

Fall Festival - The Annual NorthCross Fall 
Festival will be held Sunday, Oct. 22, 4:30 - 6:30 
pm at Torrence Chapel Park. Bring your best 
pot of chili for the annual Chili Cook-Off. There 
will be a sign-up coming soon for additional 
needs.

This week’s Mission + Outreach Organization 
Project 658 and Carrie Luke

project658.com

Connect Card - If you are new 
to NorthCross and want to 
connect, or if you have a prayer 
request, use this QR code and 
fill out the form online.

Daybreak Prayer at 7:30 am: 
The session invites us to join in prayer for 
NorthCross during this time of transition. 
Please join us Sunday mornings at 7:30 am via 
Zoom (link is in the Weekly News).


