
Loved. Equipped. Sent.



Welcome to NorthCross Church!
Whatever your spiritual disposition 

- skeptic, seeker, follower - 
we are glad you are with us today and pray that you 

experience the grace of our Lord. 
Our desire is to have our hearts strengthened 

by the grace of Christ and to share that grace with the 
community of Lake Norman. 

Our Mission
NorthCross Church exists to facilitate a gospel movement 
throughout the communities that make up Lake Norman 

for the glory of Christ.

Our Vision
To be a people who are Loved by God, 

Equipped by the Gospel, and Sent into our communities.

Loved: Experiencing God’s love and the love of one another 
in community

Equipped: Growing in our knowledge of the gospel and 
strengthened to share it with others

Sent: Engaging in the mission of God within our local communities

Sunday Morning Children’s Ministry Information:
Sunday School: 9:30 am (children age 3 – high school)

All children are welcome to stay with their parents in the 
worship service! Also available:

Nursing room: adjacent to the sanctuary. Turn on the 
 speaker to hear the sermon.
Nursery: provided during the worship service for babies and  
 children up to age 2 
Children’s church: ages 2 & 3 in the toddler room 
 ages 4 - 2nd grade in the early elementary room

*Children will be dismissed from the service during the Passing of 
the Peace. They will return before Communion. The teachers will 
bring the children to the sanctuary and help find their parents.

Wifi Network: NCC    Password: #northcrosschurch1

Senior Pastor - Gary Purdy
gary@northcrosschurch.com

Worship Director - Ben Chapman
ben@northcrosschurch.com

Administrator – Angela Howard
angela@northcrosschurch.com

Children’s Director – 
Emma Chapman

emma@northcrosschurch.com

Elders (Ministry Oversight)
Damon Anderson (Children & Youth)
Mark Andrews (Missions/Outreach)
Hudson Belk (Life Groups) 
Matt Estler (Deacons)
Matt Seiter (Sunday morning)
Scott Tew (Calendar & Curricula)
Dean Whitehill (Men & Women)

Deacons 
Mark Bankert
Justin James
Reuben Vandezande
Joel Campanella, Treasurer

Women Shepherds
Pat Andrews, Jean Edwards, 
Holly Stone, Lynn Whitehill

NorthCross Church Office
704-237-4853

info@northcrosschurch.com

Mail: PO Box 2275
Cornelius, NC 28031

Meet: 11020 Bailey Rd., Ste. H
Cornelius, NC

northcrosschurch.com



WORSHIP SERVICE
January 21, 2024

 Meditation

 Arise, shine, for your light has come, 
        and the glory of the Lord has risen upon you. 
 For behold, darkness shall cover the earth, 
        and thick darkness the peoples; 
    but the Lord will arise upon you, 
        and his glory will be seen upon you. 
 And nations shall come to your light, 
        and kings to the brightness of your rising.     
       - Isaiah 60:1-3

Call to Worship              Read Together   Book of 
        Common Prayer

All:  Give us grace, O Lord, to answer readily the call of our Savior 
Jesus Christ and proclaim to all people the Good News of his 
salvation, that we and the whole world may perceive the glory of 
his marvelous works; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

Preparing for 
Worship
With so many 
distractions 
vying for our 
attention, this is 
a time to quiet 
ourselves and 
prepare our 
hearts for 
worship.

Call to 
Worship
God calls us to 
worship 
because God 
exists and 
speaks first. 
Therefore, our 
worship is 
answering God.
We answer 
him by offering 
what we are 
to who God 
is. The Call to 
Worship is a 
way to proclaim 
God as he is, 
while also 
challenging 
what we 
worship daily.



GOD’S PEOPLE WORSHIP

Songs of Worship   Arise My Soul Arise
     Jesus Strong and Kind

Confession of Sin  Read Responsively              Heal Us

Leader: Heal us, Emmanuel, here we are. We long to feel Thy touch.  

People: Deep wounded souls to Thee we fly. O Savior hear our cry. 
 
Leader: Remember him who once applied with trembling for relief. 
 
People: Lord, I believe,” with tears he cried,
 
All: “O help my unbelief!”

Silent Confession

Assurance of Pardon  Leader   Isaiah 61:1, 29:28-29

Leader:  The Spirit of the Lord God is upon me, because the Lord 
has anointed me to bring good news to the poor; he has sent me to 
bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives, and the 
opening of the prison to those who are bound…In that day the deaf 
shall hear the words of a book, and out of their gloom and darkness the 
eyes of the blind shall see. The meek shall obtain fresh joy in the Lord, 
and the poor among mankind shall exult in the Holy One of Israel.

Confession 
of Sin
The prayer 
of confession 
invites us to 
speak words 
that are 
remarkably 
honest about 
how our 
thoughts, feel-
ings, actions 
and words can 
curve inwards. 
This kind of 
honesty does 
not come 
naturally in 
our relation-
ship with God 
or with others.
But confession 
is liberating 
when we sense 
the greater 
power of 
Jesus’ love.

Assurance of 
Pardon
This it is what 
we need to 
hear after the 
honesty of our 
confession. 
These are 
God’s affirm-
ing words, his 
forgiveness of 
us because of 
Jesus Christ.



Song of Thanksgiving  All Things New

LIFE TOGETHER

Passing of the Peace
 *Children ages 2 through 2nd grade dismissed for Children’s Church

Announcements 

Receiving of Tithes and Offerings

Pastoral Prayer/The Lord’s Prayer
  

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name.

Thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread, 
and forgive us our debts, 
as we forgive our debtors, 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, forever.  Amen.

Tithes and 
Offerings
We give as 
an act of faith, 
remembering 
his faithful-
ness as our 
provider and 
joining with 
God’s people 
in expressing 
our depen-
dence on him, 
in obedience 
to be generous 
with all we 
have as he is 
generous to us.



Scripture Reading    Luke 7:18-35

18 The disciples of John reported all these things to him. And John, 19 calling 
two of his disciples to him, sent them to the Lord, saying, “Are you the one who 
is to come, or shall we look for another?” 20 And when the men had come to 
him, they said, “John the Baptist has sent us to you, saying, ‘Are you the one 
who is to come, or shall we look for another?’” 21 In that hour he healed many 
people of diseases and plagues and evil spirits, and on many who were blind 
he bestowed sight. 22 And he answered them, “Go and tell John what you have 
seen and heard: the blind receive their sight, the lame walk, lepers are cleansed, 
and the deaf hear, the dead are raised up, the poor have good news preached to 
them. 23 And blessed is the one who is not offended by me.” 
 
24 When John’s messengers had gone, Jesus began to speak to the crowds 
concerning John: “What did you go out into the wilderness to see? A reed 
shaken by the wind? 25 What then did you go out to see? A man dressed in soft 
clothing? Behold, those who are dressed in splendid clothing and live in luxury 
are in kings’ courts. 26 What then did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell 
you, and more than a prophet. 27 This is he of whom it is written, 
‘Behold, I send my messenger before your face, 
who will prepare your way before you.’ 
 
 28 I tell you, among those born of women none is greater than John. Yet the one 
who is least in the kingdom of God is greater than he.” 29 (When all the people 
heard this, and the tax collectors too, they declared God just, having been 
baptized with the baptism of John, 30 but the Pharisees and the lawyers rejected 
the purpose of God for themselves, not having been baptized by him.) 
 
31 “To what then shall I compare the people of this generation, and what are 
they like? 32 They are like children sitting in the marketplace and calling to one 
another, 
“‘We played the flute for you, and you did not dance; 
we sang a dirge, and you did not weep.’ 
  
33 For John the Baptist has come eating no bread and drinking no wine, and you 
say, ‘He has a demon.’ 34 The Son of Man has come eating and drinking, and 
you say, ‘Look at him! A glutton and a drunkard, a friend of tax collectors and 
sinners!’ 35 Yet wisdom is justified by all her children.”

Reader: This is the Word of the Lord

Congregation: Thanks be to God.

Sermon
The sermon is 
teaching based 
on the Scrip-
ture Reading. 
The role of 
the sermon 
is to explain 
the truths of 
the Bible and 
apply them 
in our lives. 
This is 
not just an 
intellectual 
function; our 
hearts are to be 
affected by the 
words of God 
preached.



CHANGED BY GOD’S WORD

Sermon       “Epiphany – 
     Jesus’ Healing Kingdom for Outsiders”   
   

GOD’S PEOPLE RESPOND

Song of Response   All the Poor and Powerless  
 
  
The Lord’s Supper  

The Apostle’s Creed
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

Creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 

and born of the Virgin Mary. 
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried. 
He descended to the dead. 

On the third day He rose again. 
He ascended into heaven, 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting.  Amen.

Song of Receiving   King of Love 

Benediction

The Lord’s 
Supper
Jesus Christ 
promised to 
meet (or com-
mune) with his 
people in
a special way 
through this 
“sacrament” - 
from the Latin 
word meaning 
mystery. We 
experience 
Christ‘s 
spiritual 
presence as we 
eat in faith. The 
Lord’s Supper 
points us to the 
finished work 
of Christ at the 
cross and in the 
resurrection on 
our behalf.

Benediction 
“Benediction” 
means “a 
good word” or 
blessing. In this 
blessing God 
gets the last 
word, promis-
ing to be with 
us as he sends 
us out into the 
world, carrying 
the hope, joy 
and love of 
Christianity’s 
central message 
(the gospel).



NorthCross Church YTD Financial Summary
(for fiscal year 2023/2024; as of December 31, 2023)

 Congregation Giving - Actual $162,851 vs. Budget $168,392
Expenses (less Missions & Deacon’s Fund) - Actual  $146,759 vs. Budget $205,256

  Missions expenses $13,531    Deacon’s Fund expenses $1,145
Worship Facility Received $221,502  | Non-restricted cash position $640,934

Life Groups meet regularly for fellowship, prayer, service and study. 
Contact one of the leaders if you would like to attend.

Huntersville: Sunday 
     Hudson Belk, hudsonbelk2@hotmail.com
West Lake Norman: Sunday 
     Matt Estler, mdestler5@gmail.com
     Greg Howard, gwhow1961@gmail.com
East Huntersville: Sunday 
     Roger Edwards, roger.edwards55@gmail.com 

Cornelius: Sunday
     Jonathan Skolrood, jonathan.skolrood@gmail.com
Cornelius: Sunday
     Matt Gordon,          
     matthew.randolph.gordon@gmail.com
Davidson: Sunday
     Matt Seiter, matthew.seiter@gmail.com

This Week’s Calendar

1.21 Daybreak Prayer, 7:30 am
 Sunday School, 9:30 am
 Worship Service, 10:30 am

1.24 Women’s Bible Study, 9:30 am
 
1.25 Women’s Bible Study, 7:00 pm

Announcements

Get to know the Pastor - Expect Gary to initiate 
with you soon individually, as couples, and 
families. He can grab lunch, an afternoon cof-
fee, a late afternoon drink or walk, or a dinner 
in your home if that’s best! If you want to reach 
out to him to set up a time, email him at:
gary@northcrosschurch.com. Also, please take a 
moment to go on Planning Center and upload a 
photo to your profile. This will help Gary as he 
gets to know us!

This week’s Mission + Outreach Organization 
Roger Edwards

The Barnabas Center

Connect Card - If you are new to NorthCross 
and want to connect, or if you 
have a prayer request, use this 
QR code and fill out the form 
online.

Daybreak Prayer at 7:30 am: 
The session invites us to join in prayer for 
NorthCross during this time of transition. 
Please join us Sunday mornings at 7:30 am via 
Zoom (link is in the Weekly News).


